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1. The MSP concept

2. The BR model

3. A dedicated thematic network















MAB - Environmental Protection and 

Sustainable Development – Focus on 

Local Territorial Systems

C/4 – C/5: Leveraging scientific knowledge for the 

management and sustainable use of natural 

resources, with special emphasis on fresh water 

and oceans + Contributing to disaster 

preparedness and mitigation

The MADRID ACTION PLAN
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THE BIOSPHERE RESERVE MODEL
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THE BIOSPHERE RESERVE MODEL



There is a need to work at 3 different and well articulated 

levels:

 LOCAL: Feasibility of Sustainable Development 

(demonstration that the “model” works);

 NATIONAL: Connection to Physical/Marine Planning 

and SD Policies;

 INTERNATIONAL: Promotion of the model (Guidelines, 

contribution to Legal Instruments).

THE BIOSPHERE RESERVE MODEL



We have therefore 3 different targets:

 LOCAL POPULATION/STAKEHOLDERS: Benefits of 

Sustainable Development;

 RESEARCHERS/NETWORKS: Uniqueness of a 

territorial/marine experimental network;

 POLICY MAKERS: The ultimate impact we look for is 

outside the BR network (influencing/inspiring policies 

and plans).
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THE CONTEXT
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Some suggestions:

 Select a set of coastal/marine MAB BRs with 

complementary environmental/development issues;

 Associate Planning Institutions and experts;

 Be politically relevant (EU Marine Strategy Framework 

Directive (2008/56/CE) , Adriatic Sea Initiative, MAP);

 Links with the Master Course: internships at BRs…

EXPERIENCING MSP IN A THEMATIC NETWORK


