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Overview of global LNG trade (2012) 

Qatar was the biggest LNG exporter, export volume stood at 78.0  million tonnes, 32% of total LNG 

trade.  LNG trade also gained momentum on the Russia to Asia trade lane 

Source: Drewry Research Database, BP Statistics  
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Overview of global LNG trade (2017) 

Qatar remains the biggest LNG exporter , challenged by Australia. US emerging strongly and is 

expected to be the third biggest exporter of LNG 

Source: Drewry Research Database, GIGNL report  
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US is expected to have total capacity of 105mtpa by 2022 
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Overview of global LNG trade (2022) 

The US is expected to become the largest LNG exporter, followed by Australia.  Meanwhile, China will rise as a 

major LNG importer in the Asian market  importing about 60 million tonnes of gas 

Source: Drewry Research Database  
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Overview of Global Trade – Crude Oil 

Cargo volumes based on 2016 trade data 

The Middle East has been largest exporter of crude.  

The Middle East is the largest exporter of crude oil; it and with West Africa have been main suppliers of crude oil to Asia. 

The US is however becoming a prominent supplier of crude to the world amidst supply cuts enforced by the OPEC. The 

US Gulf refineries, which account for most of the US’s refined products production,  use heavy grade for their slate, 

which is imported from the Latin Americas and Canada, by pipeline. The lighter crude from the US is exported to Asia 

and Europe. Crude from Northern sea enters Europe via the Baltic Sea.  

 

Cargo volumes based on 2016 trade data 
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US crude production taking off 
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Crude oil trade on major routes  

xxxx  

Source: Drewry Research Database, BP Statistics  
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Iron ore trade overview 
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Iron ore exports (million tonnes) 

Australia and Brazil are the top iron ore exporters and contribute 80% of 

global trade. Very rapid growth. 
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Thermal coal trade overview 

Global coal trade (million tonnes) 

Sharp slowdown in coal volume growth 
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Thermal coal imports (million tonnes) 

Major importers decline or slow; minor players grow 
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EU thermal coal imports sources 

Colombia and Russia are the EU’s major sources of coal 
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 Containership sizes double on most trades 

• ·         ·        

Evolution of average ship sizes on major trade routes 

Source : Drewry Maritime Research  

Source : Drewry Maritime Research  
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Consolidation and alliances  

Major industry consolidation among companies and alliances 
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Vessel sizes and service frequency 

Vessel sizes rise and service frequency declines. Volume is being 

concentrated… 
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Port coverage: Asia – North Europe 

…but extended port coverage is being maintained… 

Poland 

Sweden Denmark 

Germany 

Netherlands 

Belgium 

France 

UK 

Le Havre 

Southampton 

Felixstowe 

London Gateway 

Dunkirk 

Hamburg 

Aarhus 

Gdansk 

Gothenburg 

2M 

Alliance: 

Ocean THE 

Rotterdam 

Antwerp 

Zeebrugge 

Wilhelmshaven 

Bremerhaven 



23 
www.drewry.co.uk Drewry Maritime Advisors – GIC 

Direct calls: Asia – North Europe 

…with direct calls; received wisdom about large vessels = transhipment was 

wrong 
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Volatility 

Concentration of volume creates new risks 
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