
An important activity of PIANC – the World Association for Water-
borne Transport Infrastructure – is the publication of technical guid-
ance.  PIANC’s Environment Commission recently embarked on the 
preparation of such a guide to promote good practice in dealing 
with archaeology and heritage issues in planning dredging and port 
construction projects.  

This workshop, which brings together international experts, comprises 
an important step in the process of preparing the PIANC guidance.  
It provides an opportunity for the exchange of experiences and for 
learning lessons with regard to fi ve vital steps in the assessment of po-
tential impacts on features of archaeological and heritage interest:

- context: understanding the strategic and local context within 
which a scheme or project is planned

- scoping: understanding which type of impacts might be experi-
enced 

- assessing: collecting data; understanding how archaeology and 
heritage interests might be impacted and the signifi cance of such 
impacts

- mitigating: applying the mitigation hierarchy to avoid or minimise 
adverse effects 

- measures: implementing measures, for example to protect the 
features of interest

During the morning and early afternoon sessions of the workshop, 
speakers from around the world will present their experiences, pro-
viding participants with an opportunity to learn about case studies 
exploring a range of issues. Following these presentations, a series of 
facilitated discussion groups will enable workshop participants to con-
tribute to the PIANC guidance by highlighting the topics that need to 
be covered, by sharing their own experiences, and by agreeing on 
what constitutes good practice. 

The language of the workshop will be English.  

DREDGING AND PORT CONSTRUCTION: 
INTERACTIONS WITH FEATURES OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL OR HERITAGE INTEREST

PIANC workshop, Brussels, 20th November 2013 



0900 – 0930 Registration and coffee
0930 – 0945 Welcome and introductions 
0945 – 1010 Strategic context: Belgium’s maritime archaeological challenges 
  Marnix Pieters, Flanders Heritage Agency, Belgium
  A curatorial view of balancing the economic need for major projects with Belgium’s commitment to imple-

ment a legal framework in line with the UNESCO Convention on Underwater Cultural Heritage.
1010 – 1035 Scoping: experiences from South Africa    
  John Gribble, Sea Change Heritage Consultants (formerly South African Heritage Agency) 
 Two case studies from the infancy of maritime archaeological capacity in South Africa: scoping for a con-

tainer port in Table Bay including what constitutes an impact, and the issue of preservation in situ; and the 
curatorial response to an unexpected discovery.

1035 – 1100 Scoping the dredging of 23 million cubic metres of material from Port Phillip Bay
 Rhonda Steel, Heritage Victoria, Australia   
 How scoping, the early engagement of the curator, and inter-agency cooperation enabled elements of the 

project to be re-designed to avoid impacting on historic wrecks and other effective mitigation proposals to 
be identified.

1100 – 1130  Coffee
1130 – 1155 Dredging through a submerged prehistoric landscape at Port of Rotterdam
  Henk Weerts, Cultural Heritage Agency, The Netherlands
 This presentation demonstrates how, with proper planning and cooperation, logistically complex investiga-

tions such as those required for the 240 million cubic metre sand dredge for harbour construction and dredg-
ing of a 20m deep access channel to the Port of Rotterdam can be accommodated without hampering 
construction.  

1155 – 1220 Role of geophysical surveys in developing mitigation strategies at Southampton 
  Jack Russell, Wessex Archaeology (on behalf of Associated British Ports), UK
 Comprehensive geophysical surveys and geo-archaeological assessments of existing borehole data proved 

vital in an agreed mitigation strategy for a major dredge of the access channel to the Port of Southampton.  
1220 – 1245 Dealing with the unexpected: preservation by record of a wooden shipwreck
  Maija Matikka, National Board of Antiquities, Finland 
 Geophysical investigations in advance of the development of the Port of Pori identified a wooden shipwreck 

in an area where previous development made such a find unlikely.  Isolation and pumping out of the area 
was followed by investigations and preservation by record.

1245 – 1400  Lunch 
1400 – 1425 London Gateway Port development: sampling and mitigation in practice
  Gill Andrews, Cultural Heritage Consultant and Toby Gane, Wessex Archaeology, UK
 This presentation describes the robust mitigation framework and sampling strategy for geophysical anoma-

lies developed for the new deep sea container port at London Gateway. It also illustrates the importance of 
19th and 20th century wrecks and military aircraft crash sites.    

1425 – 1450 Oslo Harbour case study 
  Tori Falck, Norwegian Maritime Museum, Norway
 Discussions in advance of dredging to facilitate the emplacement of a new immersed road tunnel in Oslo 

Harbour, an area of high archaeological potential enabled mitigation to be designed and implemented.  
This presentation discusses the results of that mitigation. 

1450 – 1535  Discussion session 1: setting the scene and understanding the impacts
 A facilitated discussion session which aims to highlight the guiding principles and key messages for the scop-

ing and investigation stages of project development.
1535 – 1600  Tea
1600 – 1645  Discussion session 2: avoidance and mitigation in practice
 A facilitated discussion session which aims to highlight the guiding principles and key messages for those 

involved in applying the mitigation hierarchy and identifying and implementing avoidance and mitigation 
measures.

1645 – 1715 Plenary session: conclusions and recommendations for the PIANC guidance 
1715  Workshop close

PROGRAMME

Venue: Graaf  de Ferraris Building
Koning Albert II- Laan 20 - 1000 Brussels - Belgium

Conference room: 01G20

To register (free of  charge) please contact PIANC HQ: sabine.vandevelde@pianc.org


