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Cruising the Mediterranean 

Winter season: 1st November-30th March 



  
 	  

UK Cruise Statistics 
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UK Port Cruises vs. Fly Cruises, 1996 - 2012 

Fly Cruises 

UK	  Port	  Cruises	  

Growth 1996 – 2012. Total 4.2 times to 1.73 million pax 

Fly cruises – 3.2 times to 895K. UK Port – 6.2 times 635K  

5 Year average -  Total 5% per annum, Fly 1%, UK Port 12%  



  
 	  

Winter Cruising Statistics 

Summer	   %	  of	  Total	   Winter	   %	  of	  Total	   Total	  
UK	  Port	  Cruises	  
Western	  Med	   195	   95%	   11	  	   5%	   206	  
Eastern	  Med	   55	   92%	   5	  	   8%	   61	  
Fly	  Cruises	  
Western	  Med	   245	   87%	   35	   13%	   280	  
Eastern	  Med	   137	   92%	   12	  	   8%	   150	  



  
 	  

Winter Cruising Statistics 

0 
10 
20 
30 
40 
50 
60 
70 

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

15	   12	   11	   8	   16	  
4	  

22	   26	   39	  

47	  

Winter Pax (000s) to the Mediterranean, 2006-2010 

Winter UK port pax to Mediterranean Winter fly pax to Mediterranean 

2006 – 19,000 passengers 
2010 - 63,000 passengers – 330% increase since 2006 
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	  Estimated Winter Revenue (£m) to the Mediterranean, 
2006-2010 

Estimated winter fly revenue to Mediterranean 

Estimated winter UK port revenue to Mediterranean 

2010 – estimated £73 million – 270% increase since 2006 



  
 	  

Winter Cruising Statistics 
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 Estimated Winter Revenue per person (£s) to the 
Mediterranean, 2006-2010 

Estimated winter revenue per person to Mediterranean 

2010 – estimated £1159 in winter vs. £1,298 year average     



  
 	  

Winter Cruising Statistics 
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Mediterranean market share of UK Pax %  

Mediterranean  share of all pax Mediterranean share of all winter pax 

2010 – Med 13% of winter passengers and 43% of all passengers 



  
 	  

Winter Cruising - Itineraries 



  
 	  

Winter Cruising - Itineraries 



 	  

Ship Design 

Royal Caribbean Cruise Line, 
Independence of the Seas based in 

Southampton until winter 2012 
where it will then relocate to the 

Caribbean. 
Richard Fain, RCI, “Ahead of its 

time” 

P&O Cruises’ Oceana and Oriana 
sail from Southampton 

throughout winter 2012/13 on 
cruises of 2 to 35 nights 

duration.   



 	  

Ship Design 

 
Ships have design features which allow facilities to 

remain open in summer and winter, such as 
retracting roofs to cover the outside areas in 

colder climates. 
 

Ships have more facilities available for passengers 
and are becoming the destination.   

 
     



 	  

Future of Winter Cruising 

 
Future of Winter Cruising: 

Norwegian Cruise Line (NCL) have been planning 
to have 2 year-round ships in Europe – starting in 

2012/13 
In Winter one for Canaries and one for Eastern 

Med. 
Eastern Med is a superb destination with Southern 
Turkey as an add-on, only political situation/unrest 

could be the issue. Cruise Lines are monitoring 
situations closely and continuously. 

NCL are encouraged by the results this year to 
carry through with that plan 

     



 	  

Winter Cruising Demographics 

Guest Profile: 
 

Fewer families 
Slightly higher average age 

More single travelers 
 
 



 	  

Looking Ahead 

 
 Air Passenger Duty (APD) 

plus high cost of flying long 
haul = more ex-UK cruising 

and fly cruising to the 
Mediterranean in Winter 



  
 	  

Thank You! 

w.gibbons@psa-ace.org  


