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Ladies, Gentlemen good afternoon    

 

First I have to apologize because I am doing something which is very 

unpolite. It may embarrass  the moderator – Frederik – a little bit. And it 

may force my colleagues on the podium to listen to me. Because I am 

changing – last minute – my topic. I have been asked to speak about: 

“New ship concepts and new itineraries launched on Europe Rivers in 

2017”. But when I started to write this speech I realized: We now are in 

September 2017! That ment to me that “new itineraries” are already old. 

And new ship concepts are on the edge of oldfashioned.  Who ever – out 

of our business – did not spot the new concepts or the new itinerearies 

2017 by now -  is slower than a Swiss!  

Please allow  me instead – by referring to the spirit of a seatrade-

congress - to  take you into the future, straight away to the year 2027: I 

put my Virtual Reality glasses on and I am  seeing now a new company 

which I would like to present to you: The name of this company is: 

“Future River Cruises Ltd”. It is based in Switzerland – because this is  the 

only country at that time – still outside the EU; (I don’t even see the EU) 

-  which gives working permits and travel visas for crew members on  

Rivers.  

Future River Cruises – short FRC – is operating a fleet of 14 ships existing 

and 2 under construction, all built in the past 5 years and financed by the 

one remaining big swiss bank which belives in our industry since 50 years 

(Remark: The two ships which are not finished yet are not financed by 



this bank because the bank has still not yet enough courage to finance 

ships under construction…)  

FRC operates two ships on the River Rhine and two on the Danube: 175 

meters long. 11,5 meters wide those on the Rhine and 26 meters wide 

those on the Danube, 6 meters high and 90 super luxury cabines with 40 

square meters each. There are butlers for all the guests. The passengers 

can use water jet skis and at the end of the sun roof there is a landing 

place for the company owned helicopter which can be chartered. There 

are 5 restaurants on the ship (one thereof is a 24/24 station). The guests 

can ask for In-cabin-meal-cooking by the butler. Light snacks only.  

Furthermore, FRC is running 4 ships with 135 meters completely 

powered by TESLA MARITIME BATTERY PACKS. There is only one engine 

for emergency cases. Furthermore I see 2 oldfashioned 135 m  ships 

cruising on the small Rivers like Mosel or the ones in France. They still 

have 6 small Diesel-engines but they will not be allowed longer than 

2030.  

FRC is operating two ships in Burma on the IRRAWADDY River, two ships 

on the River Ganges in India, furthermore two ships on the Kongo River 

after peace has returned to this country. FRC are working on a project on 

the Paraguay River as passengers like to cruise  on more exotic places 

than the Schlögener Schlinge or the Loreley.  

On all the ships of FRC there are several Restaurants and Bars. The 

interior of the staterooms (formerly known as: cabins)  are very much 

like ocean going vessels. Passengers want to eat first class – never mind 

if the ships cruises on the Ganges or  thru the rain forest in Paraguay. All 

the staterooms for the passengers are huge. Those for the crew are – 

normal…  

Back to 2017! 



Resumé: The caracteristics of the future ship concept will be: As big as 

possible to design larger cabins for Passengers and – hopefully – crew.  

And – of course – as green as possible to save fuel and to protect the 

environment.  

The itineraries will go everywhere on this world where Rivers are existing 

and River Ships are tolerated by the goverments, the authorities and the 

people.  

 

Thank you.  


